
April 11, 2012

When people think of Chil-
dren’s Fairyland, they probably 
don’t think of us as a place where 
thousands of young people got 
their very first jobs. But it’s true. 
And we give them more than a 
paycheck: we teach kids valuable 
lessons about customer service, 
professionalism, responsibility 
and assertiveness – lessons they 
take with them to college and be-
yond. 

The other night I ran into two 
former employees, Winnie Chan 
and Alexia Martinique, who are 
using the skills they learned at 
Fairyland to help our community. 
Winnie and Alexia were volun-
teering at a fundraising event 
for the wonderful Lotus Bloom 
Child and Family Resource Cen-
ter in Oakland, and I marveled at 
the confident professionals and 
fabulous young women they’d be-
come.

Winnie came to us in 2003 
when she was a student at Oak-
land High School. On her applica-
tion she said her reason for apply-
ing was “to have fun with children 
while also meeting new people 
and learning new tasks.” 

Starting as a ride operator, she 
worked all around the park – pup-

pet shows, gift shop, ticket sales. 
But it was as the driver of our 
whimsical Jolly Trolly train that 
she found her niche. 

“Ringing the bell and waving 
at people were just really fun,” 
she recalls. 

Winnie doesn’t remember 
coming to Fairyland as a child: 
with four kids in the family it 
wasn’t easy for her mom to take 
them out. She does remember that 
her Fairyland jobs taught her how 
to socialize comfortably and how 
to assert herself enough to politely 
call parents out for bad behavior. 

You can track Winnie’s grow-
ing confidence through her hand-
written requests for time off: for 
an Outward Bound trip in the 
Rockies, rowing championships, 
an AIDS walk, a college tour. 
Winnie’s last day with us was 
August 10, 2006. She left be-
cause she’d been accepted at U.C. 
Berkeley, where she later earned a 
joint degree in sociology and pub-
lic policy. 

Cal’s community health intern-
ship program brought Winnie to 
Lotus Bloom, where she hosted 
low- and no-cost health-related 
workshops for multicultural fami-
lies. Did I mention that Winnie is 
fluent in Cantonese? 

“She connected so immedi-

ately with our families that it was 
seamless,” recalls Angela Louie 
Howard, Lotus Bloom’s execu-
tive director. “She met every chal-
lenge with positivity and profes-
sionalism and with a community 
perspective. Everyone loved Win-
nie.” 

When the internship ended, Lo-
tus Bloom hired Winnie to work 
part time, when she wasn’t attend-
ing classes. She still volunteers 
for Lotus Bloom’s big events, and 
it was at one of those events where 
we reconnected. 

At the same event was Alexia, 
who first came to Fairyland in 
1997 as an 8-year-old member of 
our children’s theater program. 
Ten years later, while she was 
a student at Oakland Tech, she 
worked at Fairyland as a birthday 
party host. She excelled at that job 
and at school, where she was an 
Academic All-American student 
and a member of the champion-
ship Lady Bulldogs basketball 
team. 

She received an academic schol-
arship to Cal and now interns at 
CBS while pursuing a multimedia 
communications graduate degree 
at the Academy of Art University. 
As part of her program, she was 
required to create a one-minute 
video of a business or organiza-
tion. The subject she chose? Lotus 
Bloom. 

Winnie has also done us proud. 
She now works in San Francisco 
as a social work assistant, helping 
elderly seniors navigate their way 
through health care and insurance 
issues. She says that the patience 
and calm she learned from deal-
ing with kids at Fairyland are 
serving her well. She’s hoping to 
earn a master’s degree in public 
health from San Francisco State 
University. 

She laughs about the fact that 
she’s “immortalized” on our web-
site, where there’s a photo of a 
smiling young girl who’s driving 
the Jolly Trolly and ringing the 
bell. The heading on that page 
reads “Fairyland Job Opportuni-
ties.”   

C.J. Hirschfield is Executive 
Director of Children’s Fairyland, 
which is located next to Lake Merritt 
at 699 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland. 
For more information call 452-2259 
or e-mail cj@fairyland.org.
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Former Fairyland employee Winnie Chan returns for a visit.
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